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Dear Parents,								Monday 11th September 2017

Re: Parent Council

I am delighted to have the opportunity of working with Mr. Waiting on this project as I believe that the Parent Council is an important and exciting innovation for Fern Hill and that it will have an increasingly vital role to play in school life over the next few years.   I very much hope that you will join us in this venture.

The Parent Council is a forum for gathering, discussing and conveying the views of parents directly to the school.   As Mr. Waiting explains, it is a recent initiative which began in 2016/17 when we held four meetings using class reps as members and discussed subjects such as school lunches, playground issues and the yearly parent survey.   

This year, the Parent Council’s first topic of discussion will be the recently completed parent survey and issues arising from that.   We anticipate that later in the year, the Council will discuss the observance of religious festivals at school and also the best ways for us to understand, reflect and celebrate the wide diversity of languages, cultures and religions in our school population. 

The Parent Council will not discuss such matters as the school’s curriculum, individual children or complaints or grievances, nor will it be, in any way, a fund raising organisation. 

The Parent Council will meet once every half term. The time, location and dates of meetings will be decided upon by the Council although it is expected that the first meeting will be held immediately after the Dads’ Breakfast on Friday 13th October. 

It is our expectation that the Parent Council will send out a termly email to parents detailing subjects discussed, recommendations made to the governors/school etc. so that all parents are kept informed of actions taken on their behalf.   Parent councillors will also need to keep in touch with their class parent group so that they can fully represent their views at committee meetings.

We are very keen that all Fern Hill parents have the opportunity to get involved if they so wish.   Although class reps were used to form the Council last year, we are now looking to broaden its membership.   It is important to understand that the Parent Council will be distinct from the PSA.   You do not need to be a class rep to join the Council – although class reps are of course welcome to put their names forward!

As mentioned above, we hope that every class will nominate at least one parent to join the Council.   I have agreed to stand as temporary chair while members are recruited but it is our intention that the Council members will elect a parent as chair at their earliest opportunity.

Members of the Council will serve for a year, or longer if they and their class wish.   If more than one parent from any class offers to stand then we will leave it to the class parent group to decide how to proceed. 

Options available might include a vote amongst themselves to reduce the number to one or have all volunteers act as a subcommittee with one nominated to represent them at Council meetings.

We hope that, over time, this will allow all interested parents the opportunity to join the council.

If you are interested in putting your name forward to stand as a member of the Parent Council for 2017/18, then please email me at alanrwaterman@yahoo.co.uk by 22nd September with your name and the details of which class(es) at Fern Hill your child or children attend.   Please do not hesitate to raise any questions you may have with Mr. Waiting– perhaps at the Year Group meetings if you are able to attend – or me, either in person or by email.

We look forward to working with you on the Parent Council.

Kind regards
Alan Waterman
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We are passionate about developing the whole child and instilling an enduring love of learning


Inspiration                                  Collaboration                           Empathy                          Excellence	
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